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Exodus 10:14 Children’s Story 
Passover 

DELIVERANCE 

 Today we tell a story about slavery, and how some people lord it 
over others. It is a story about being afraid – so afraid we would rather 
stay slaves than be free. Most of all it is a story about deliverance. 
God does not like slavery. That is the big point of the whole story. 
God does not like us to take power and then use other people for our 
own purposes. And God does not like us to let others do that to us. 

 We already know a little about a man named Moses. We went 
to meet him a couple weeks ago, and found him near a burning bush, 
making excuses to God. But God finally got through to Moses. And 
Moses became very faithful – meaning, he became obedient to God. 
Moses’ name means “The Deliverer” (Hebrew masha = “drawn out”). 
Moses is the delivered one, who ends up delivering others. 

 Moses’ life accomplishes the formation of a new people under 
God: a people with a Covenant – a people sworn to create a just and 
prosperous society by keeping the laws of God. Everybody will be happy 
and live in peace because everybody will live according to God’s rules 
and design. That has always been the dream of the Jewish people, 
and it is the central theme of Judaism. 

 But that is in the middle of the story. First the people must 
be free. First the people must get out of slavery, out of the land of 
bondage, out of Egypt. That takes a lot of doing! At the very center 
of this story of deliverance comes what is called “Passover.” How many 
of you have heard of Passover? 

 I am certainly glad you have heard of Passover. Sometimes I 
meet people who don’t know hardly anything about Passover. That 
is hard to understand. Passover is the biggest miracle in the whole 
Old Testament. Passover is the most celebrated event in the entire Old 
Testament. What is the most important event in the New Testament? 
(Christmas? Well yes, Christmas is the most celebrated event, but it 
is not anywhere near the most important event. After we get through 
learning about the Old Testament and our mother religion, maybe 
we can learn about the New Testament and our own religion.) 

 You may not understand this yet, but I will tell you anyway. 
What corresponds to Passover in the Old Testament is what we call 
“Good Friday” – the Crucifixion – in the New Testament. Passover is 
the death of the firstborn. So is the Crucifixion. But correspondence 
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between Old Testament and New Testament always has a wrenching, 
inverted, sort-of-stunning new twist about it – a different kind of power 
to make all things new. 

 But we have to understand the First Covenant to understand 
the New Covenant. So back to Moses. 

 When Moses returned to Egypt, things went exactly as we would 
expect – and exactly as Moses expected. In other words, it was awful. 
First Moses went to Pharaoh and proposed the release of the slaves. 
Pharaoh said, “You must be joking.” Moses performed signs and 
wonders with his staff and his hand, and Pharaoh said, “So what? 
I have magicians I go to sleep on who do better tricks than that.” 

 Then Moses talked to the Israelites so they would band together 
and cooperate as a single unit when the time came. Their response? 
“Why should we trust you? And how could we survive out in the desert, 
even if Pharaoh let us go? You are just going to make trouble and 
make things harder for us.” And sure enough, the Egyptians doubled 
the amount of bricks the Hebrews had to make, and then they stopped 
providing the straw. The slaves went from a difficult life to one that 
was unbearable. And the Egyptian masters said, “If you get rid of 
Moses and stop talking all this foolishness about freedom, we can 
all go back to the ‘good ol’ days.’” 

 Naturally the people complained to Moses: “Why don’t you go 
back to wherever you came from and leave us alone? Life was much 
better before you came.” You see, in real life, lots of people do not 
really want freedom, or else they are too afraid to be free. Anyway, 
Moses thought that was a great idea, so he went back to God and 
said, “I told you this would never work. Now can I go back to Midian 
and raise my family in peace?” And God said, “Don’t be foolish. 
Oppressors and bullies always act this way. Go tell Pharaoh that 
I am the God over all his gods, and that I can instruct his gods to 
turn against him if he doesn’t let the people go.” So Moses did that. 

 But Pharaoh said, “That’s the dumbest bluff I ever heard. You 
just go right ahead.” Moses started with the Nile River, which was one 
of Egypt’s favorite gods. Moses stretched out his staff, and the river 
turned to blood and the fish began to die. Pharaoh said, “That’s pretty 
good timing all right, and maybe it’s a little more severe this year than 
most. But this happens every May, and I have some seers who could 
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time it about as close. It’s going to take more than that, Moses, 
to shake me out of my tree.” 

 So the argument went on, through the ten plagues. After the 
fourth plague (frogs, lice, and flies), Pharaoh proposed a deal. He said, 
“Okay Moses, this is getting us nowhere. And I admit you are a lot 
better at this than I thought. You say you and your people must go 
sacrifice and serve your God. Tell you what: I will give all the slaves 
some time off, and you can have your sacrifice and do your worship, 
only stay here in Egypt. There is no need to go far away.” 

 Moses thought that over for almost a whole second and said, 
“That’s not much of a compromise, Pharaoh. We are talking big-time 
‘let go’ here. We cannot worship our God in this land. God wants 
too much from us.” 

 Then the plagues hit a new level. All the cattle got sick. Then 
boils came on all the people and the animals of Egypt. Then there was 
a terrible hail storm, with hail so big it killed animals out in the field 
that could not get to shelter. It almost never hails in Egypt, never 
mind that hard. It was hard to explain by mere clever timing. By now 
lots of the people and even lots of Pharaoh’s counselors were begging 
Pharaoh to let the people go. It was January or February, and the 
argument had been going on for nine months. 

 It is always the stance of the Oppressor to convince you that his 
demands are reasonable. If you just cooperate, you will end up being 
taken care of. You will have a pretty good life – better than lots of 
others who could be named. It is always the stance of the Deliverer 
that things as they have always been are actually intolerable and that 
major changes must be made. But you can never tell in the beginning 
whether it’s just another union organizer, a social reformer, or a 
prophet of God. I’m just saying that Pharaoh was not as dumb as we 
sometimes make it seem. So far he had seen incredible timing mixed 
with a lot of natural phenomena. And yes, it was a bad year – even 
very bad. But he had seen trouble before. He was the Pharaoh, and 
so he did not panic easily. 

 However, this seventh plague of hail had him really worried. 
On top of all the other coincidences, this was getting serious. Who 
was this Moses, anyway? So Pharaoh suggested a second deal: 
“You may go to worship your God, you and all the menfolk of your 
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people. But leave the women and children behind.” (What have the 
women and children got to do with what you really believe anyway?!) 
Moses didn’t even have to blink to reject that plan. However, a lot of 
people have been suckering in to that one ever since. 

 Then the locusts came. Natural phenomenon or not, it destroyed 
whatever crops had escaped the previous plagues, and Egypt was in 
ruin. Then, in the ninth plague, Moses lifted his staff and struck at 
Egypt’s highest god, the Sun. (Probably a great dust storm – hamsin.) 
It was dark in Egypt for three days. 

 Pharaoh offered his last compromise: “Go and worship your God. 
Take your women and children, but leave your flocks and herds behind.” 
(Be real spiritual, but don’t put your money or property into it. Don’t 
make any serious investment.) However, Moses knew, as all of us are 
supposed to know, that if we mean to worship God, we must take 
everything we are and everything we have with us. If we leave anything 
in Egypt, we will end up back in Egypt. And it will be as if we had 
never left. 

 From that moment on, Pharaoh and Moses were no longer 
cordial antagonists. Oppressors like to play the friendly “gentlemen” 
as long as they are sure they can win. Once truly worried, the veneer 
drops. Pharaoh promised to kill Moses if he ever saw him again. 
Moses assured him that he would not see him again. He was doing 
what he came to do, and he was going to be gone! 

 It had been almost a year since the first plague began. We don’t 
know how long it took for Moses to organize his freedom movement 
before the plagues began, but Moses now passed the word to all the 
Hebrew people: 

 1.) Ask the Egyptians you serve for jewelry of silver and gold. 
(We presume that a combination of compassion and fear made this 
possible.) 

 2.) On the tenth day of this month, you must choose a lamb 
or a kid (baby goat). Divide into family-size groups so there will not 
be waste. Share the cost. Get it all organized. 

 3.) Then on the fourteenth day of the month, slaughter 
the lamb or kid between dusk and dark. Take some of the blood and 
smear it on the two doorposts and the lintel of every house in which 
you eat. Do not go out after dark. 
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 4.) That night eat the flesh roasted on the fire. Eat it with 
unleavened cakes and bitter herbs. If any is left by morning, it must 
be destroyed in the fire. 

 5.) As you eat, you must have your belt fastened, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you must eat in urgent 
haste. 

 And what happened that night? God struck dead the firstborn 
of all men and all flocks and herds throughout the land of Egypt. The 
firstborn always belong to God, but these had not been redeemed or 
offered, so God took them. Except, of course, in houses that had the 
blood smeared on the doorposts and lintel. God did not touch these 
houses or the people in them, for they had listened and had done 
what God said. 

 Before daybreak the next morning, all the people of Israel 
gathered their few belongings and, with their flocks and herds, ran 
from Egypt. They were slaves no longer. The night God freed them 
is called Passover. 

 Because? 
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Exodus 12:1-13 Sermon 
Passover 

DILEMMA 

 The sermon I really wanted to preach today would take too 
long, after the storytelling, so I preached it last week. It was called 
“Letting Go.” 

 I guess that leaves me with a sermon I don’t want to preach 
today. I thought maybe I could duck it by talking about the compro-
mises that Pharaoh suggested. They are classic, and I hinted at them 
during the story. But others have done that sermon better. 

 It crossed my mind to talk about the crossing of the Red Sea. 
It causes much confusion. I have met only one man in my life who 
seriously believed that Moses crossed the Red Sea. I have never seen a 
map which suggested that route, nor have I read or heard of a scholar, 
no matter how fundamentalist, who was willing to suggest a crossing 
of what we actually mean by the “Red Sea.” The biblical text reads 
“Sea of Reeds.” The crossing would be somewhere in the vicinity of 
what we think of today as the Suez Canal. Chariots getting bogged 
down in the marshlands is the usual non-literal conclusion. 
It assumes that Pharaoh’s charioteers had no knowledge of their 
own land, or that they all had IQs of about 30. But we deal with 
subjects like this better in study groups or adult class. 

 We still talk about redemption in the Christian church. Seldom 
do we remember that the concept is rooted in the practice of offering 
a lamb in the place of your firstborn son. The son was owed to God, 
but you redeemed him with a lamb. The perfect “lamb of God” that 
was offered for the redemption of the whole world may still remain 
a strange concept to us, but at least it is helpful to know where 
the imagery is coming from. 

 My favorite verse in this section of Scripture, though far from 
the biggest truth, is: “The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 
be still.” (Exodus 14:14) If God “has no hands but our hands,” how did 
all the universes come to be? If you really want to be helpful, get a 
good seat and watch. Don’t just do something – stand there. I want 
all of us to be eager and willing to do whatever God may ask of us. 
But in the increasing havoc of our busyness, I love to be reminded: 
“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
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 Now I guess I have put it off as long as I can. In any list of the 
most influential events in all the history of Western cultures (and 
probably of the whole world), Passover would make it into the top five 
every time. The Exodus is the key initiatory event of God for Judaism, 
Christendom, and Islam. 

 If we do not claim the Exodus, it is hard to imagine that we can 
meaningfully claim anything that came after. Jesus has always been 
seen as a new Moses. Jesus came to free us from spiritual or inner 
bondage, as Moses came to free us from physical or outer bondage. 
Jesus intentionally takes image after event after image from the history 
and tradition of His people and warps to a new dimension with it. 

 I’m trying to say that if we do not comprehend something about 
Moses, we will have a very difficult time comprehending anything 
about the new Moses. Not that we will ever get it “right” or “all figured 
out,” but if we do not ponder the blood on the doorposts and lintels of 
those houses in Egypt and feel it connect with the blood on the Cross, 
then how can our minds think about the meaning of such events? 

 If none of it matters; if it is all coincidence, or just the way things 
happened to happen; if there is no mind or purpose or God behind any 
of it – then we have no problem. That is, we have no meaning either, 
so it doesn’t matter what we think or even if we think. 

 But if there is a God behind any of it, then what, pray tell, is 
going on? I swear by my life, which is little enough but all I have: 
I believe that the blood on those doorposts was protecting a chosen, 
special, set-apart people. And I believe that the blood on the Cross 
was God’s pledge to extend that protection to the whole world. 

 Do you believe it? I mean about Moses and the plagues? Did 
the wind blow, back up the waters, and then drown Pharaoh’s army? 
The evening-news team was not there that day, and neither were we. 
There are no eyewitness accounts. So fighting over the details is less 
than intelligent. Trying to comprehend from whatever records have 
come down is barely intelligent. The so-called facts get a little hazy 
whenever we contemplate events that are now nearly three thousand 
five hundred years old. 

 But all through history we have remembered a Deliverer named 
Moses. Whatever the details, it remains true that somehow the Hebrew 
people came into the Land of Canaan claiming they had made a sacred 
Covenant with God on a holy mountain, and that this God had freed 
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them from slavery in Egypt. This people has had a passionate love for 
justice and freedom, for the Covenant they made, and for celebrating 
Passover ever since. 

 On that level, I am asking: Do you believe such a thing could 
have happened? Can you actually believe that nothing happened? 
What I really mean is: Does God work that actively and powerfully in 
human history? Where has God been lately? There are several groups 
who have been fighting for their own freedom lately – who think they 
know where God has been, and who claim point-blank that God is 
with them to free the people again. 

 Nevertheless, it is a dilemma. If you do believe that God was 
somehow involved in the plagues, the Reed Sea crossing, and the 
Passover night, then we have a living God active in the events of our 
world. Then, however dynamic and uncertain and awesome it may 
be to realize such a thing, we have reason for hope and joy and 
expectation. 

 If you do not believe a personal, intelligent God was involved in 
the Moses Affair, then it was a string of circumstances that humans 
merely interpreted (meaning, misinterpreted) to have more significance 
than they really did. So the second view is that God does not fool 
around that way in earthly affairs. In that case, we do not have any 
reason for hope or joy or expectation. We are stuck with whatever we 
happen to do, and the only comfort is that it doesn’t last very long 
anyway. 

 This is a very big dilemma. But it is simple indeed compared to 
the dilemma we face if we end up concluding that God was present 
and active in the Moses Affair. If God was the agent, then God was 
directly responsible for the death of a great many Egyptians and for 
the ruination of the Kingdom in order to favor, free, and form a special 
alliance with the Hebrew people. Now we have a problem with the 
nature of God, the methodology of love, and a powerful but whimsical 
God who goes around playing favorites, even if it means the deaths of 
thousands or the destruction of entire nations. 

 The third dilemma is an extension of the second. How do we 
connect the God of Moses with the God of Jesus? All tradition, 
including the sayings we believe represent the things Jesus said 
Himself, makes it very clear that there are inseparable bonds between 
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Moses and Jesus, and that Jesus would have hotly denied that He was 
worshipping or serving any other God than the God Moses had served. 

 Passover is the most important event in the Old Testament, 
and it skewers us with incredible dilemma: 

1.) Did God kill all the firstborn of Egypt? 

a.) If yes, is God a god of love, mercy, compassion, 
justice? Does God still love all people? 

b.) If not, does God ever have any direct influence 
in history? 

2.) Did God change during the time between Moses and 
Jesus? Is it the same God? 

 “God so loved the world that he killed all the firstborn in Egypt.” 
It sounds like King Herod in the Christmas story. Only, when God 
does it we cheer, and when Herod does it we hate him. Maybe the 
moral is: “Make sure you choose and stay on the right side.” 

 Essentially I want to leave you with these dilemmas. If they 
bother you, perhaps you will want to gather some Christian friends 
and talk about such things sometime. If they do not bother you, 
perhaps you understand already, and would be willing to preach 
for us this summer. 
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